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A DISTINCTIVE leaning to metaphysical
speculation is noticeable among the Indians
from the earliest times. Old hymns of the
Rigveda, which in other respects are still
deeply rooted in the soil of polytheism,
show
already
the
inclination
to
comprehend multifarious phenomena as a
unity, and may therefore be regarded as the
first steps in the path which led the old
Indian people to pantheism. Monotheistic
ideas also occur in the later Vedic hymns,
but are not developed with sufficient logic
to displace the multiform world of gods
from the consciousness of the people.
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